[A comparison of the dynamics of changes in large intestinal mucosa of acute dysentery patients with detection of a specific antigen in urine].
The relationship between the elimination of shigellae from the body with urine and the dynamics of morphological changes in the mucous membrane of the large intestine of acute dysentery patients at the early convalescence period has been studied. The persistence of Shigella antigen in acute dysentery patients and its elimination with urine is, as a rule, accompanied by local immune cell reaction in the mucous membrane of the large intestine. The antigen circulating in the body is a factor contributing to the inflammatory process in the intestine, the amount of the eliminated antigen being higher in pronounced inflammations of the intestinal mucosa than in residual inflammatory phenomena. A group of patients (3 persons) releasing Shigella O-antigen with urine and having the inflammatory process in the large intestine, but showing no signs of local immune reaction in the lymphoid tissue of the large intestine, has been found. The reactivity of the lymphoid tissue of the intestine in such patients is a risk factor contributing to the development of prolonged dysentery or chronic postdysenteric colitis.